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German Finance 


It has become known among 
financial circles in New York that 
leading banking houses have been 
forced to be the go-between for 
German interests in purchasing 
controls of American industrial en- 
terprises. For instance, our Treas- 
ury Department has been quietly 
looking into the mysterious pur- 
chasing of the controlling interest 
in the American Bosch corporation 
by a leading Swedish banking 
house who in turn, it is said, sold 
the stock to German control. 

Of course, several respectable 
American corporations, especially 
in the chemica] and precision in- 
strument field, have been secretly 
owned and controlled by German 
bankers—and some still are. The 
interesting thing about all these 
transactions is that our Treasury 
Department, always on the alert 
from a tax law standpoint when 
such deals come to light, is nearly 
always up against the shielding 
arm of our State Department. That 
branch of our government has been 
for generations under the domina- 
tion of Wall Street finance, and 
seemingly seeks to protect not 
only our own great financial houses 
but all their friends, partners, both 
far and near, both good and bad. 


Meanwhile They Die 


If the American’ people could 
know the truth concerning the Al- 
lied occupation of Germany,—and 
how it is failing—they would be 
stunned. There is some tendency 
to suppress these conditions, — 
some to expose them, It is now 
clear that:— 

The Potsdam agreement and plan 
was either a colossal mistake, or 
else a complete failure has been 
made in carrying it out. Atlee and 
Bevan both have frankly admitted 
these conditions before Parliament 
but toss the blame over on Church- 
ill. Truman, directly inheriting the 
Roosevelt mantle, dodges the issue 
to save his politica] face and is 
inclined to want things smoothed 
over and hushed up. 

Babies are dying everywhere by 
the thousands. In many places few 
babies born in 1945 will live, say 
relief authorities. The dead are ly- 
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Mo OFFICIAL OBSERVERS in Washington or London are 
privately admitting that the Potsdam agreement and plan for 
Germany and Europe is a terrible failure, that the whole United Na- 
tions concept of restoration of the pre-war status quo in Asia is fall- 
ing apart. When Foreign Secretary Ernest Bevin reported to Parlia- 
ment his recent European visit and the unspeakable suffering and 
death he saw widespread everywhere, he uttered, “As I watched, I 
felt, My God, that is the price of man’s stupidity and war.” 
When will prime ministers, foreign secretaries, kings and presi- 
dents start saying, “Oh God, forgive us for this stupidity—and war?” 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


The Christian layman needs to remember now that 90% of the 
American press and radio is anti-labor. So if you are trying to be an 
unprejudiced thinker, keep that fact in mind. 

But there is a hopeful angle in the possibility of full scale strikes 
earlier than expected. As we have previously reported, the early fall 
strikes were actually small, unimportant and greatly exaggerated by 
the press. But now as big industries go into total strikes, the real thing 
is emerging with the long-awaited test of power approaching. It will 
pay to watch the following angles :— 

Workers have savings on hands to sustain them and keep their 
families from suffering during the strike tests. 

The industrialists have large profits on hands and any additional 
profits made this year would be almost confiscated anyway by taxes 
up to January first. So industrial leadership may be glad to go through 
the test of power now, hoping it will be settled by January first when, 
with new tax laws in force, they can begin to make money again. 

So, if in some way a formula and a policy for settlement of dis- 
putes can be worked out during the next weeks without the bitterness 
and violence that hunger and suffering always create, the chasm be- 
tween labor and management might be bridged and the severe dis- 
turbances (expected next spring) might be avoided. If so, 1946 will 
be a prosperous fortunate year. 

At least that is a hopeful possibility. However, specialists in labor 
affairs are not allowing themselves to be carried off balance by this 
optimism. If industrial leaders and labor chiefs do not come to an 
agreement on long range policy, every day that will carry us nearer 
into 1946 increases the danger of deep and costly strife. 


ORE IMPORTANT .. . all parties, labor, management and gov- 
ernment officials, realize that the only solution is some form of 
legal and possibly compulsory arbitration . . . just as we have with 
everything else. A labor dispute is in reality no different from any 
other dispute involving property, money, values, claims or other forms 
of judgment. But:— 

Labor leadership doesn’t want legal arbitration of industrial dis- 
putes because it would take away the power to strike and thus rob 
the labor leader of his most dramatic and powerful weapon. Also 
such a system of legal arbitration would soon enforce stronger and 
more exact controls of union organizations and their financial affairs. 

Industrial management doesn’t want arbitration because they con- 

(continued on next page) 





IF YOU HURRY... 


-, +» you can still get those gift 
subscriptions to us in time for 
Christmas! Hundreds of our 
subscribers have already done 
so. Think of it—twelve months 
of clearer more courageous 
thinking because of the uncen- 
sored reports, significant inter- 
pretations and forecasts such 
gifts will bring. That’s a lot 
for a Christmas dollar! Just 
send us the name and address 
of each person to receive a 
year’s subscription, together 
with a dollar for each. We wil) 
forward promptly an attractive 
greeting card with an an- 
nouncement of your gift to 
each name on your list. 











Monopolies and the West 


Wendell Berge, Assistant Attor- 
ney General of the United States, 
recently issued statements of sig- 
nificance to every citizen of the 
West, It is Mr. Berge who has 
been bringing Federal indictments 
against many large monopolist 
corporations and thus he has an 
abundance of legal evidence to sup_ 
port his statements. Herein Mr. 
Berge presents a clear picture of 
how great interests such as steel, 


automotive manufacturing, rail- 
roads, etc., have protected their 
centralized eastern investments 


from western competition. In re- 
ferring to the problem of the west- 
ern states’ attempt to hold the in- 
dustrial gains they have made dur- 
ing the war, Mr, Berge said: 

“The conditions which are neces- 
sary to the attainment of an en- 
during prosperity in the West are 
more sharply visible, in some ways, 
than in any other part of the coun- 
try. To bring this development 
about, constant vigilance will be 
necessary to keep the avenues of 
opportunity and the channels of 
distribution free from artificial re- 
straints and controls imposed by 
monopolistic practices on the part 
of entrenched groups, These bar- 
riers are formidable and should 
not be underestimated. Their con- 
sideration brings us very close to 
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Meanwhile They Die 


(continued) 


ing everywhere,—the people starv- 
ing along the roads, Thousands 
upon thousands of children are 
roaming alone, hungry, homeless, 
their ,arents lost or dead. Our GIs 
do not see much of these condi- 
tions because they are held chiefly 
to the immediate areas of their 
occupation centers. But in the 
background everywhere, beyond 
the bright lights of our occupation 
centers,—m.sery stretches out lim- 
itlessly. 

The outstanding and most shock- 
ing fact is that the victorious al- 
lies have not kept Europe as well 
fed and organized as the Nazis 
did. The reason given by high 
authorities for this failure is that 
the Nazis were united, well-organ- 
ized and knew what they wanted. 
The United States, Britain, France 
and Russia all want different 
things, are all suspicious of each 
other and are trying to out-ma- 
neuver each other. And so the mil- 
lions of helpless innocent must suf- 
fer and @ie. 


The Leftward Swing 


Among the other nations of Eu- 
rose that are going left, Czecho- 
slovakia is undertaking a drastic 
program of socialization. The Min- 
ister of Industry has announced 
that commercial banks will be na- 
tionalized and that the first indus- 
tries to be put under state con- 
trols will be the mines, “then all 
electric works, gas works and en- 
terprises supplying factories and 
homes with steam, then iron and 
steel works, foundries, metal work- 
ing factories employing more than 
500 workers, then armament indus- 
try, and part of the technical in- 
dustry,” particularly the produc- 
tion of synthetics, Industries to be 
nationalized later include those 
producing cement, porcelain, glass, 
pottery, etc. 


Socialism in France 


France has now stabilized the 
leftward swing. Most newspaper 
reports in America have failed to 
make clear the fact that the social- 
ists and communists have actually 
gained complete control in France, 
with the socialists having most 
influence, 


Churchill and Roosevelt backed 
de Gaulle with the general under- 
standing that de Gaulle would do 
his utmost to prevent a violent 
overthrow of French economy, 
which was closely tied to British 
and American capitalism. With a 
Labor government in London, de 
Gaulle has been relieved of much 
of this pressure. While refraining 
from any close Russian ties, France 
will quickly now socialize banks 
and leading industries. 

The press in America, fright- 
ened by the word “socialization,” 
is calling it ‘nationalizing of banks 
and industries,” but the Christian 
layman, whatever his attitude to- 
ward socialism or capitalism, must 
not fail to get the clear-cut sig- 
nificance of these sharp - edged 
facts. 


X-Ray and Foreeast (coninued) 


sider it more “government interference with private enterprise.” Which 
is another way of saying that such a court of industrial dispute would 
have authority to delve into a corporation’s financial affairs and see 
how much they make and how they do it,—and this is a very distaste- 
ful thought to old school industrial leaders. 

The Washington administration, with an eye to labor votes, are 
afraid to push such steps because of labor’s opposition, although they 
all frankly admit it will some day have to come. 

In the meantime, as we said at the beginning, the large majority 
of America’s voices of opinion are anti-labor. The press and radio is 
controlled by wealthy men, most of whom are large employers and 
have fought nearly all progressive measures promoted for the benefit 
of the working people. We are not against wealthy men nor against 
working men. We are simply interested in the truth, and so, in order 
to do our job during the next few months, Between The Lines will 
probably have to keep cutting through popular waves of opinion and 
propaganda which will fill press and radio—just as we have cut 
through in the past. 


ORLD WIDE SHAME. The British and Dutch have tried to 

clamp down severe censorship over all the turmoil and armed 
revolts spreading over colonial Asia, but the following reports have 
gotten through from reliable sources and are accepted widely in 
Washington: 

Although the Dutch queen has started talking again about “home 
rule for my dear people everywhere,” home rule means that the na- 
tives run the street cars and local post offices while the Dutch hold the 
guns and continue to own the mines, oil wells and rubber plantations 
and take the wealth out of the countries. Millions of young colonial 
“natives” are now awakened, educated and inspired with the realiza- 
tion they and their people should have a right to own and develop 
and profit by their own resources. 

The British and Dutch both are talking about “self-government 
for out colonial peoples”—but they all mean the same thing—that 
the Empires retain economic control. But, in both British and Dutch 
areas, millions of awakened people will not accept it. We may expect 
ever-widening trouble from these areas and conflicts of interest. 

The Dutch have been efficient and thrifty but cruel masters. Much 
Dutch propaganda has been recently released in America to offset this 
fact of Dutch cruelty known to any historian of Asia. 

Here is the thing that spreads shame over the whole situation: 
British and Dutch propaganda is making much of their claims that 
Japanese influence has caused these uprisings. Yet at the same time 
the British and Dutch have both made secret deals with Japanese 
military forces, which were supposed to have surrendered to them, 
whereby the Japanese armies are cooperating and assisting the British 
and Dutch to hold down the people of these areas. This will someday 
be one of the most cowardly memories of the war,—for some of these 
Japanese had formerly fought America and have killed many Ameri- 


can boys. 


HILE WE HAVE ADVOCATED a tolerant attitude toward 

proposed loans to Britain (surveys show that most American 
citizens oppose the loans), it was quite a blow to learn that British 
assets in America total more than three and a half billion dollars in 
gold and bank balances, negotiable securities and investments. These 
facts were hushed up by war secrecy until opponents of the new loan 
began to point out that it is inconsistent for England to keep such 
assets in our country at the same time that they refuse to put up col- 
lateral and claim that they are starved for dollars. As a matter of fact, 
Britain has more dollar assets now in America than at any period since 
we went to war. British assets have gone up to their present total 
partly because of lend-lease, partly because of our enormous purchases 
of British raw materials. These assets are now just a little less than 
the loan the British are asking. 

The big controversy over the British loan hinged on Britain’s 
reluctance to curtail empire preferences in trade and to modify their 
cartel system, both of which have created severe handicaps to Ameri- 
can trade. American negotiators felt that if they got the loan they 
should agree not to undercut American trade! By the time you read 
this, it is forecast that announcements will have been made concern- 


(continued on next page) 


Monopolies and the West 
(continued) 


the root problem which the West 
must face. 


“Monopoly is not a novelty, but 
the events of recent years have 
increasingly underscored the fact 
that there is a direct and profound 
association between the presence 
and power of monopoly in Ameri- 
can economic life and the failure 
of western industry to expand as 
it could and should. The effects of 
monopoly on the West have been 
in some cases remote and subtle, 
and in others immediate and obvi- 
ous. But they have been every- 
where persistent and extensive, 
when judged by the degree to 
which western enterprise has been 
discouraged or stifled. From this 
standpoint the West has been al- 
most continuously subjected in one 
way or another to the effects of 
monopoly in all its modes and 
forms, 


Remote Control 


“Both as a producing and con- 
suming area, the West has felt 
the consequences of monopoly dom- 
ination of the market. Character- 
istically, raw materials of the West 
have been shipped to the East for 
fabrication and then shipped back 
to western markets. In consequence 
a vicious circle has operated to 
limit opportunities for employment 
of industry and labor in the west- 
ern states, at the same time that 
westerners have been compelled to 
pay higher prices for the com- 
modities they consume. 

“How could local enterprise and 
capital enter such fields as chemi- 
cals, aluminum, magnesium, steel, 
or electrical equipment when these 
industries, like so many others, 
were ruled by national monopolies 
and even governed by the remote 
control of international cartels? 
In numerous instances in the years 
before the war, efforts of western 
businessmen to get started in vari- 
ous sectors of production encoun- 
tered an impenetrable wall of mo- 
nopoly or cartel control, 

“On frequent occasions, it was 
the decision of cartel groups to 
prevent the establishment of in- 
dustries in the West, and the 
power which such groups wielded 
rendered their decisions notorious- 
ly effective. Because cartel regu- 
lations were as fina] as they were 
secret, independent action contrary 
to their dictates was practically 
impossible. No matter how much 
vision or initiative or technological 
skill and capital were available, 
they could not be engaged in pro- 
duction unless monopoly was will- 
ing. In effect this meant that only 
in special circumstances and at 
rare intervals could new concerns 
in the west arise in an industry 
ruled by cartels, Even if a new 
concern were established, its sur- 
vival was contingent upon the 
whim of monopoly or the calcu- 
lated restrictions by which cartels 
attempt to preserve their privi- 
leges. Indeed if we consider the 
extent to which monopoly prevailed 
before the war over whole spheres 
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War’s Contradictions 


While Japanese atrocity stories 
still fill the front pages of news- 
papers over the country, a New 
York Times reporter writes from 
Tokyo about the first Japanese 
dance hall for the American GIs. 
It is located on the Ginza, formerly 
known as Tokyo’s Fifth Avenue, 
and will offer drinks, floor show 
and 500 taxi dancers, It is the first 
chance our occupation troops have 
had for organized supervised fra- 
ternization with Japanese girls, 
and is obviously approved of by Al- 
lied Supreme Headquarters though 
it is operated by the new Japanese 
Amusement and Recreation Asso- 
ciation. This organization expects 
later to open other such places and 
to add golf courses, tennis courts 
and swimming pools for Allied 
troops, 

On our west coast, as the reloca- 
tion centers are closed, American- 
Japanese are slowly and sometimes 
painfully finding their way again 
into civilian life. However, ‘‘inci- 
dents” such as shooting and arson 
directed against the returned evac- 
uees are becoming less frequent 
along the coast, and officials credit 
this to the influence of the church- 
minded majorities of the west coast 
and of returning war veterans who 
have fought side by side with the 
Nisei in the war. Army officers 
have made literally hundreds of 
speeches in the coast states in be- 
half of the relocated American- 
Japanse and their families,—ex- 
plaining the courage and loyalty 
shown in action by the Americans 
of Japanese descent. 


On Confidential Missions 


Two Army captains and a Lieu- 
tenant Colonel told of their experi- 
ences with American - Japanese 
troops in both the European and 
Pacific war theaters, describing 
their bravery and responsibility in 
the face of danger. In proportion 
to their numbers, the Nisei soldiers 
have had more decorations for 
heroism than any other group of 
American soldiers, In the Pacific 
theater their work often took the 
form of dangerous and confidential 
missions even in Japan itself. It 
has now been revealed that a high- 
ly secret unit of the United States 
Army, made up mostly of Ameri- 
can-Japanese, operated so success- 
fully in the Pacific area that it 
sometimes even knew the telephone 
numbers of the Japanese billets 
and had the rosters of the com- 
panies from the officers down to 
the lowest private. ‘“‘No group in 
the war had as much to lose,” re- 
marked their commander, Colonel 
Sidney F. Mashbir, “because cap- 
ture would have meant indescrib- 
able horror to them and their rela- 
tives in Japan, They are worthy 
as individuals and as a group of 
the highest possible praise for 
their invaluable contribution to the 
success of Allied arms.” 

And yet when these facts were 
presented to west coast audiences 
you’d be surprised at the nitwits 
these officers encountered on their 
“mission of tolerance.” In Bakers- 
field, California, a business man 
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The only unconditional surrender that will really bring peace must reach 
beyond Japan and Germany. While the break-down of law and character 
which brought on the war centered in those two countries, yet there is 
hardly an historian who will not say that the disintegration of morality 
has been deep and pronounced in every other country in the world. Greed, 
moral blindness and selfishness in America, Britain, France, Russia and 
elsewhere, as well as in Japan and Germany, brought on the war. We are 
trying to force repentance and reform upon the vanquished, but who will 
exact this penance from the victors? If we do not find ourselves drawn to 
it by our conscience, then history will do it for us. There is a terrible link 
of judgment between Dunkirk, Salerno, Pearl Harbor and Versailles. The 
secret of peace is when the will of may surrenders to the will of God. 


X-Ray and Forecast (coninued) 


ing British concessions to these points and the efforts will be in the 
making to win congressional support for the loan. 

The Russian loan will be up next,—and then you will see some 
real fireworks. But strange to say, the British didn’t want to pay any 
interest, didn’t want to promise that they’d ever pay back for sure, 
and the Russians originally expected to pay interest and have offered 
to return payments regularly in oil, gold, silver, timber or whatever 
else we need. Yet all the propaganda has been to show how our Eng- 
lish allies deserve the money—and how could our Russian allies have 
the brass to ask for a loan? The Russians are realists—when they are 
brutal—or when they borrow! 


| gue AND WORLD WAR III—Keep your eye on the revolution 

stirring in Iran for it is of the greatest significance. Many months 
ago we published reports that Russia would be thrusting a hand into 
the old British-French monopolies of the Near East. The puppet 
government of Iran has long been the instrument of empire power 
politics and economic exploitation. These new disturbances are the 
beginning of Russia’s program to break up what Moscow feels is a 
century's old policy of keeping an iron ring around Russia, forbid- 
ding any penetration into the warm water girth of the earth—the 
trade routes of empire. Great indignation over the presence of Russian 
war equipment and Soviet troops in the Iranian disturbances is being 
expressed in many quarters,—and by the same people who have ac- 
cepted quite calmly the slaughter of natives in Asia by British and 
Dutch troops using American lend-lease supplies. From the standpoint 
of Christian ethics, are they not both equally wrong? 


(continued on next page) 


Methodists in Argentina 


“An out-and-out Fascist who at- 
tempts to duplicate the Hitler re- 
gime”—that is how Col, Juan 
Peron of Argentina was described 
by Bishop Arthur F. Wesley, who 
heads the Methodist Church in Ar- 
gentina, Bolivia and Uruguay. 
Bishop Wesley further stated that 
the Catholic hierachy in Argentina 
was collaborating closely with the 
dictatorship of Peron and went on 
to say that “The hierarchy last 
year put through a decree which 
said that all private and public 
schools must offer Catholic instruc- 
tion. But the people, even the Cath- 
olics, resented this so much that 
the decree was finally reversed.” 

The bishop reiterated that the 
Methodists were not interested in 
any kind of an anti-Catholic cam- 
paign, but that they were simply 
trying to bring evangelical Chris_ 
tianity to that part of the popula- 
tion that is now not church-going. 


Religious Freedom 


Italian Protestants need aid in 
securing religious freedom in Italy, 
according to Dr. Bernardo Caccia- 
puoti, Professor of Physics at the 
University of Rome and noted Ital- 
ian scholar, who has been in Amer- 
ica conferring with Protestant 
leaders recently. He pointed out 
that the position of Protestants 
had been difficult enough before 
the war because of the Concordat 
of February, 1929, between the 
Vatican and the Italian govern- 
ment. Through the Concordat, he 
pointed out, “Roman Catholics and 
Fascists were united in their ef- 
forts to restrict our liberties and 
our religious work.’ Despite diffi- 
culties, however, Dr. Cacciapuoti 
said that Italian Protestants had 
managed to keep their work going 
and had even succeeded in helping 
many Jews who had been perse- 
cuted by the Fascists and in main- 
taining a secret university for Jew- 
ish youth in Rome, Dr, Caccia- 
puoti was sent to the U. S, by the 
Italian government and universi- 
ties in the interest of restoring 
relations between Italian and 
American universities. 


German Protestants 


German soldiers, taken prisoner 
and confined to prisoner of war 
camps throughout Europe and 
America, have evidenced an in- 
creasing interest in religion. Thou- 
sands of Protestant ministers 
were conscripted into the German 
Army as privates for opposing 
Nazi regulations and these men, 
when taken prisoner, immediately 
requested all kinds of religious 
books and materials. However, 
even those of the war -prisoners 
who were formerly actively anti- 
religious are now asking for copies 
of the Scriptures, according to 
Rev. Louis Sanjek, of the Luth- 
eran Committee for Prisoners of 
War. “Thousands of German pris- 
oners of war in the United States 
and overseas have turned to Chris- 
tianity for guidance since the fall 
of the Nazi government,” said Mr. 
Sanjek. 





Time Out for Fellowship 


Labor and management can get 
along! A revealing example of how 
the bitter differences between labor 
and industry could be dissolved if 
men would be brothers was a re- 
cent dinner in Washington at which 
representatives of both labor and 
industry met. Pushing their eco- 
nomic differences aside, they had 
a chance to get acquainted and 
discover that both sides were made 
up of human beings rather than 
ogres, In true American style, there 
was much joshing back and forth 
with sworn enemies exchanging 
banter and such remarks as 
“Watch this fellow, or he'll get 
your shirt, but he’s a good guy.” 

But John L. Lewis wasn’t tak- 
ing any chances when he came in 
—he stalked across the big room 
to a chair in the corner by him- 
self. Presently management dele- 
gates approached him and soon he 
was surrounded and the center of 
a lively group. As usual when 
Lewis gets the floor he was elo- 
quent, in fact almost hypnotic, 
even with the management dele- 
gates. And if you’re in doubt of 
about that, - some of them 
asked him for his autograph! 

We give space to this story be- 
cause of the light it brings to the 
industrial- worker gloom hanging 
over the country. It is a bold proc- 
lamation that men are divided in 
bitterness, not by what they really 
are but by the evils of selfishness 
and the hunger for power and 
greed that fills them, Religion is 
not an artificial thing,—it is the 
divine method whereby men may 
rid themselves of their burdens of 
evil and become friendly, simple 
and human—like a little child in 
the midst. 


Protection for Veteran 


Attorney General Clark has 
“alerted” all United States Attor- 
neys to the danger facing dis- 
charged servicemen and service- 
women at the hands of cheats, 
sharpers and swindlers. Veterans 
with GI loans may be swindled out 
of their hard-earned money by un- 
scrupulous people who will seek 
to victimize them in their invest- 
ments in farms, homes, and busi- 
ness ventures. All Department of 
Justice offices will keep alert to 
complaints that servicemen have 
been induced to seek loans under 
the GI Bill of Rights for useless 
property, or phony business enter- 
prises, When evidences of such 
obvious swindling is obtained, com- 
plete cooperation with state and 
local agencies will be effected to 
protect the returning servicemen. 


Religious Role 


New York University, in down- 
town New York City, is offering a 
course in “Religion in Post-War 
Reconstruction” which will prepare 
teachers to give non-sectarian re- 
ligious instruction. The course will 
delineate the function of the church 
and organized religion in America 
and the place of religion in our 
rapidly changing world. 


X-Ray and Forecast (consinued) 


| 8 pe~anarhonaps ED DEMOCRACY. Press reports have made much of 

Russian barbarities and cruelties in occupying areas in eastern 
Europe and, since Austrian and Rumanian troops aided the Nazis in 
the plundering and raping of countless Russian towns and villages, 
the revengeful brutalities practiced by Soviet troops in these enemy 
lands can well be believed. Between The Lines never attempts to 
soft-pedal Soviet excesses—but we are interested in the truth and so 
we believe that it is important to note the scant attention paid by the 
American press and radio to the dependable reports from Hungary 
and some areas in Poland that democratic elections have been held 
and Communist candidates defeated! For instance, in Hungary, Com- 
munist groups were opposed by the small land-holders party who 
were victorious in recent elections. The strength of this group is 
among small farmer-owners and small business men. This party stands 
for land reforms and the breaking up of the large estates. This group 
is also predominatingly Protestant and is led by a former Protestant 
clergyman. Catholicism in Hungary and elsewhere in eastern Europe 
has been strongly identified with the large land holders,—hence the 
Catholic press throughout the world is calling the new victorious 
group “Communist” and “Atheist,” ignoring the fact that the new 
party is Protestant and has defeated the Communists. There is con- 
siderable danger that this religious division in politics may spread 
throughout eastern Europe (a situation which would never be men- 
tioned in the secular press in the U. S.), for the political divisions 
also carry strong religious demarkations as we have outlined. 


Gass VS. POLITICOS-MILITARY. Very little reached the 

public concerning some brave and significant statements made by 
one of the greatest living scientists recently at a gathering of scien- 
tists. Presumably his remarks were ignored because his statements 
conflicted with official political views, for—as we have pointed out 
previously—almost all leading scientists, especially those who worked 
on the A-bomb, are voicing strong opposition to the views and poli- 
cies being pushed by our political and military leaders. Dr.Irving 
Langmuir, Nobel prize winner, stated, at a meeting of the National 
Academy of Sciences, that: 


1. If an Atomic bomb war comes, the whole earth can become unin- 
habitable because of radio-activity in the atmosphere distributed by 
winds,—government propaganda to the contrary notwithstanding. 


2. A-bombs will soon be easily and cheaply made. 


3. Russia should be approached about the A-bomb in a spirit of co- 
Operation to save ourselves from possibilities of war—because we 
are more exposed to A-bombs than they and because they will make 
bigger and better and cheaper bombs if we lead the world into an 
armaments race. 


Other scientists cited facts showing that Russia had more reasons 
to distrust us than we have to suspect them. 

All this is of great importance—as are other similar reports we 
have presented before, for they all point out the wide difference in the 
thinking of scientific men and the political and military minds. 


The secret arrival in this country of German scientists who for- 
merly worked with the Nazis greatly enforces the realization that some 
powerful groups in America are not kidding when they talk semi- 
secretly, out loud, about war with Russia. There is a rare story about 
how these many top-flight German scientists, instead of facing trial 
as war criminals as they should, were snatched away from Soviet hands 
and sped to America—but no one dares tell it! 


© hes INEVITABLE REFORMATION and widening of medical ser- 

vices in the U. S., which Between The Lines has forecast for years, 
was brought a step nearer by President Truman’s proposed National 
Health program. It will be fought in Congress as “socialized medi- 
cine”—which it is not,—but some such plan will be enforced before 
many years. Socialized medicine would not fit into our way of life— 
but a modernized national health system, such as exists in all Scan- 
dinavian countries, Australia, New Zealand, and is now being intro- 
duced into England, would be entirely workable here. 


War’s Contradictions 
(continued) 


was overheard to say “I don’t be- 
lieve a word of it.” And a farmer 
living near Marysville, California, 
commented to a companion “That 
fellow is a liar. There wasn’t a 
single Jap in the American Army.” 

General “Vinegar Joe” Stiliwell 
has some sharp ideas for straight- 
ening out such thinking. He advo- 
cates that American soldiers form 
a “pickax club’? to protect their 
Nisei comrades against ‘“barfly 
commandos.” Stillwell is boiling 
about the way the Nisei soldiers 
are being treated on the west coast 
because many of them served un- 
der his command and, as he put it, 
“bought an awful big hunk of 
America with their blood.” He 
doesn’t think the soldiers who 
fought by their side will “let them 
down.” 

Oddly enough, Niseis have not 
been oppressed in the Hawaiian 
Islands, while hot-head minorities 
on our west coast have ignored or 
flouted liberties and safeguards 
guaranteed to American citizens 
by the Constitution. 


Monopolies and the West 
(continued) 


of technology and over world mar- 
kets, it is remarkable that the 
West was able to progress as far 
as it did. 

“Some of the bottlenecks have 
been broken by the necessities of 
war. To a much more considerable 
degree, however, the enforcement 
of the anti-trust laws in recent 
years has loosened the grip of mo- 
nopoly from many of the most im- 
portant sectors of industry. 

“If a reasonable proportion of 
the war plants can be continued 
in operation on terms of indepen- 
dence from monopolistic control 
and freedom from selective attack 
by cartels, there is every ground 
for belief that the West can com- 
pete on its merit in these branches 
of production. 

“It is particularly important 
that as far as possible we should 
prevent the new technology [of 
the war] from becoming the pre- 
serve of monopoly groups, We 
know what the effects of the dom- 
ination of research and technology 
by cartel interests have been in the 
past. We cannot risk a repetition 
of the restriction and suppression 
of invention by secret agreements 
among industrial giants here and 
abroad, or by the short-sighted 
action of monopolists in our do- 
mestic economy who fear compe- 
tition and who seek to protect 
vested position by preventing the 
appearance of rival producers or 
the introduction of improved pro- 
cesses. Much progress has been 
made in eliminating the worst 
abuses of patent pools and other 
devices by which monopoly en- 
deavors to control technological 
change, Nevertheless, to keep tech- 
nology free will require alertness 
and active support on the part of 
western industry.” 

Remember — that is a direct 
quote from the Assistant Attorney 
General of the United States, 








